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LOOK INSIDE TODAY’S PAPER
TO SEE THE REST OF OUR AD!

OR SEE IT ONLINE AT
ROTHS.COM!

DRAPER VALLEY FARMS
NO ANTIBIOTICS EVER!

99¢/LB.

LOCAL FRESH
WHOLE
CHICKENS

SAVE
UP TO

$2.00/LB.

OREGON/WASHINGTON

ALWAYS FRESH,
FAST AND FRIENDLY!

SAVE
UP TO

$1.30/LB.

Organic
umpqua
Milk

2/$7
64 OZ. 1%, 2%
OR WHOLE

$1.69/LB.

SAVE
UP TO

$2.49/EA.

ROSEBURG, OR MONMOUTH, OR

ORGANIC

Ambrosia
apples

SWEET & JUICY!
RIVERWOOD
ORCHARDS
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Ducks lineman Penei Sewell
stands out to Utah’s coach
SPORTS, 1B

Impeachment inquiry: House Democrats
lay out the evidence against Trump. 10A

New British pub menu

Santiam embraces commonwealth
expats, and everyone else. 1C

Weather

High 49° ❚ Low 38°
Cloudy. Forecast, 6B

The Oregon Department of Agricul-
ture is seeking public comments on
two dairy projects.

The Eggert family has applied for a
permit for a 2,000-head dairy heifer, or
replacement dairy cow, feedlot near
Burns.

In 2017 Chuck Eggert sold Tualatin-
based Pacific Foods to Campbell Soup
Company for $700 million. The family
operates two dairies near Aurora, re-
cently bought Salem’s Willamette Val-
ley Cheese and Cascade Baking, and
has a host of other local food business-
es.

And Hazenberg Dairy, near St. Paul,
has asked to increase the number of
animals it’s allowed, from 4,800 to
5,400. It’s already among the top 10
largest dairies in Oregon.

Both projects require approval un-
der Oregon’s Confined Animal Feeding
Operation (CAFO) permit program,
which governs how farms must man-
age and dispose of manure and liquid
waste.

Silver Sage Heifer Ranch

The Eggert family plans to open a
new dairy heifer feedlot at 28870
Weaver Springs Road, about 31 miles
southwest of Burns, near the Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge.

Heifers are female calves bred as re-
placement cows for dairy herds.

The 2,000-head operation will en-
compass about 6,092 acres, of which
4,027 acres of cropland is available for
manure application.

Heifers will be out on pasture for 150
days starting in April, and confined in
earthen livestock pens the rest of the
year.

Manure will be collected in the
pens, where it will be dehydrated and
used as bedding for the heifers. The
pens will be cleaned when the heifers
are let out to pasture in the spring.

The operation will produce about
492,750 cubic feet of solid manure and
272,073 cubic feet of wastewater each
year.

In the past, the Eggerts struggled
with manure management at their two
organic dairies near Aurora — Rock 

Public can
comment
on 2 dairy
projects
Tracy Loew Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

See DAIRY, Page 7A

Oregon’s Dungeness crab season is
coming up, but there’s a problem loom-
ing over this fishery.

The ropes and buoys that allow crab-
bers to collect their crab pots from the
seafloor can injure and even kill whales
when they swim into them.

Last year, 46 whale entanglements
were reported off the West Coast, and
crab gear was responsible for about a
third of them.

According to Derek Orner, a bycatch
reduction program coordinator with the
National Marine Fisheries Service, this
a growing problem in the spiny lobster
and Dungeness crab fisheries.

“Were seeing increases in whale en-
tanglements with a number of species
that are listed under the National Ma-
rine Mammal Protection Act, in partic-
ular with humpback whales, gray
whales, and blue whales,” he said. 

His agency recently announced
grants for several ropeless fishing gear

projects, including a new kind of crab
pot developed by Coastal Monitoring
Associates of California.

Bart Chadwick, the company’s presi-
dent, said when crabbers drop their pots

New crab pot design could help
reduce whale entanglements
Cassandra Profita
Oregon Public Broadcasting

Crab traps stacked up
ready for the season.
KELLY JORDAN/STATESMAN

JOURNAL

See POTS, Page 6A

cold weather sets in. They have been
barred from camping in city parks,
spurned from private land and rousted
from beneath public bridges.

City officials have attempted to con-
nect the homeless with social services,
but that doesn’t change the fact that
area shelters do not have the capacity to
give everyone a place to rest at night.
Advocates estimate the homeless pop-
ulation to be approximately 1,800 peo-

Salem city councilors may set aside
city property as designated camping
sites for the homeless.

Councilors on Monday night were
poised to ban camping on public prop-
erty, public sidewalks and public right
of way throughout the city. But in a last-
minute move, they pared the ban to cre-
ate to-be-designated places within the
city where camping could be allowed.

The ban that was approved, in a
unanimous vote, also bars people from
leaving personal items unattended for
more than two hours from 7 a.m. to 9
p.m. However, councilors delayed en-
forcement of the ban for two weeks.

“We know we have freezing temper-
atures outside,” said City Councilor Va-
nessa Nordyke after proposing the des-
ignated camping spaces.

Homeless have few options

People experiencing homelessness
have a shrinking list of places to go as

ple strong at a given time within the
urban growth boundary, while the area
only has about 300 emergency shelter
beds. Warming shelters opened re-
cently to bolster that number tempo-
rarily.

The homeless cannot return to a
camp in West Salem’s Wallace Marine
Park, said homeless advocate Jimmy 

Tents line the sidewalks on both sides of the street in front of the ARCHES building on Commercial Street in Salem last
month. In addition to the tents there are shopping carts, bicycles and other items lining the streets.
PHOTOS BY KELLY JORDAN/STATESMAN JOURNAL

See CAMPING, Page 6A

City may set aside areas
for homeless camping
Rather than ban,
councilors opt for
designated sites
Jonathan Bach Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK
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Annual Enrollment Period (AEP) runs from Oct 15th through Dec 7th

2965 Ryan Drive SE | Salem, OR 97301 | (855) 534-4696 | atriohp.com

ATRIO Health Plans has PPO and HMO
D-SNP plans with a Medicare Contract and
a contract with Oregon Health Plan
(Medicaid). Enrollment in ATRIO Health
Plans depends on contract renewal. For
accommodation of persons with special
needs at sales meetings call
1-877-672-8620, TTY 1-800-735-2900.
Y0084_MKG_NP4_2019_M
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in the ocean, the ropes and buoys can
remain in the water column for days.

“The entanglement risk becomes
high as you have hundreds of these
traps in the water,” he said. “We feel like
it’s just really important both for the en-
vironment and for the fishermen, find-
ing a way to solve this problem in a way
that allows people to keep fishing and
do their jobs.”

His company is developing a crab pot
that would keep the offending ropes out
of the water column until the crabber is
ready to pull the pot. The pot allows
crabbers to set a timer for the release of
the rope and buoy based on when they
expect to be back to collect their catch.

The goal is to reduce the time the gear
poses a risk to whales by 75%, Chad-
wick said.

Chadwick’s company has developed
retrieval systems for other types of
equipment, and he said the challenge, in
this case, is keeping the cost down. Oth-
er ropeless technologies that have been
developed cost thousands of dollars, he
said.

“The advantage of this system is real-
ly that it can substantially reduce the
risk without being so expensive as a lot
of the systems that have been tried in
the past,” Chadwick said. “What we’re
trying to do is get the unit cost down into
the range of a couple hundred dollars,
which is in the range of fishing gear it-
self right now.”

The company received a federal grant

for $119,746 to develop a prototype and
work with fishermen to test it. Chad-
wick said the initial tests will be con-
ducted in California, but then he plans
to deploy some of the pots on boats in
Oregon and Washington.

Orner said other projects his agency

is funding are exploring geolocation and
acoustic technologies, including a com-
pletely ropeless option that would use
compressed air to send pots to the sur-
face when the fishing boat arrives to col-
lect them.

“We’re looking at a number of differ-

ent approaches,” Orner said. “We’re
looking for technologies that are cost-
effective and easily usable by the fisher-
men. If we can reduce the amount of
time that those lines are in the water,
obviously, that’s going to reduce the en-
tanglement possibilities.”

Pots
Continued from Page 1A

A new crab pot being developed by Coastal Monitoring Associates of San Diego would allow crabbers to set a timer for the
release of a rope and buoy that will allow them to collect the pot while reducing the risk of whale entanglements. COURTESY

OF COASTAL MONITORING ASSOCIATES

Jones. They won’t have anywhere to go
after the ban becomes effective, the ex-
ecutive director of the Mid-Willamette
Valley Community Action Agency said
before the new rule passed.

“People will just scatter,” Jones said.

What do the new rules mean?

City councilors last week stopped
short of barring the homeless from sit-
ting and lying on city sidewalks after
lengthy public testimony opposing that
ban. 

Councilors also opted against a pro-
vision that could have let police charge

rule-breakers with trespassing if they
broke so-called exclusion orders in
north Salem and downtown.

The new rules define a campsite as
“any place where there is a tent, or any
structure or assembly of materials con-
sisting of a top or roof or any other upper
covering and enclosed on one or more
sides, that is of sufficient size for a per-
son to fit underneath or inside.”

The vote comes after a draft report
estimated the City of Salem spends
more than $5.2 million annually dealing
with issues related to homelessness, a
lion’s share of which stems from police
work such as cleaning up homeless
camps.

A DHM Research study released this
year showed 41% of Salem residents
considered homelessness and poverty
to be the top concern within the city, up

from 33% in 2018.
Contact reporter Jonathan Bach by

email at jbach@statesmanjournal.com

or by phone at 503-399-6714. Follow him
on Twitter at @jonathanmbach.

Camping
Continued from Page 1A

Tents, shopping carts, bicycles and other items line the sidewalk in front of the
Arches building on Commercial Street in Salem. KELLY JORDAN/STATESMAN JOURNAL


